
     S  A  W  P  A 
 
 
 

 
COMMISSION WORKSHOP/REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 – 9:30 A.M.  
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   (Phil Anthony, Chair)  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

 

Members of the public may address the Commission on any item that is within the jurisdiction of the Commission; however, no 
action may be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by Subdivision (b) Section 
54954.2 of the Government Code. 

 

 
3. WELCOME PIN PRESENTATION/SEATING OF NEW ALTERNATE COMMISSIONER 
 JASMIN HALL 

Presenter:  Celeste Cantú 
  

 
 
4. INFORMATIONAL REPORT 
  

A. BROWN ACT AMENDMENT (CM#8831)……………………………………………………………3 
  Presenter:  Larry McKenney 

Recommendation:  Implement the practice of the Chair announcing the result of the vote on each action taken by 
the Commission immediately upon taking the vote, with enough specificity to identify how each Commission 
member voted. 

 
 
 
5. WORKSHOP DISCUSSION AGENDA  
 
 A. OWOW – PROPOSITION 84, ROUND 2 DWR FUNDING RECOMMENDATION 
  UPDATE AND PROGRAM DESIGN 

  Presenter:  Gary Bardini, Deputy Director, Integrated Water Management, DWR  
  Recommendation:  Receive and file. 
 
 

B. OVERVIEW OF BRINE LINE ISSUES  
  Presenter:  Rich Haller 
  Recommendation:  Receive and file. 
 

 
C. BLOCK RATE WATER BUDGETS AND WATER USE EFFICIENCY 

  Presenter:  Ken Baerenklau, Associate Professor of Environmental Economics Policy at UCR 
  Recommendation:  Receive and file. 
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6.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. APPOINTMENT OF THREE COMMISSIONERS TO THE SAWPA/OCSD JOINT POLICY 

COMMITTEE 
Presenter:  Celeste Cantú 
Recommendation:   Provide direction to staff regarding the three appointments. 

 
 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
None 

  
 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

 

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and non-controversial and will be acted upon by the 
Committee by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion on these items prior to the time the 
Committee votes, unless any Committee members, staff, or the public requests specific items be discussed and/or removed from the 
Consent Calendar for separate action. 

 

 
A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 12-17-13………………….5 

  Recommendation:  Approve as mailed. 
 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

Any person with a disability who requires accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should telephone Commission 
Secretary Patti Bonawitz at (951) 354-4230, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to make a request for a disability-related 
modification or accommodation. 

 

 
 

 PLEASE NOTE: 
  Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public 

inspection in the Authority’s office located at 11615 Sterling Avenue, Riverside, during normal business hours.  Also, such documents 
are available on the Authority’s Website at www.sawpa.org, subject to staff’s ability to post documents before the meeting. 

 

 
Declaration of Posting 
I, Patti Bonawitz, Clerk of the Board of the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority certify that a copy of this agenda has been posted in the 
Agency’s office at 11615 Sterling Avenue, Riverside, California by 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 30, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

_______________________________________ 
Patti Bonawitz 
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COMMISSION MEMORANDUM NO.  8831 
 
 
DATE: January 7, 2014 
 
TO: SAWPA Commission   
 
SUBJECT: Brown Act Amendment 
  
PREPARED BY: Larry McKenney, Executive Counsel 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Commission implement the practice of the Chair announcing the result of 
the vote on each action taken by the Commission immediately upon taking the vote, with enough 
specificity to identify how each Commission member voted. 
 
DISCUSSION 
In September 2013, the Governor signed SB 751, which amended the Ralph M. Brown Act with regard to 
open meetings.  SB 751 amends Section 54953 of the Government Code effective January 1, 2014, until 
January 1, 2018.  In particular, it adds the requirement that, “the legislative body of a local agency shall 
report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for the action.”  
Previously, the statute simply prohibited secret ballots. 
 
Pursuant to the new requirement, meeting minutes will reflect the vote, abstention, or absence of each 
Commissioner on each action by the Commission.  In addition, whenever the Commission takes an action 
during the meeting, the Chair or the Chair’s designee should announce the decision and the vote.  This oral 
report can be summarized so long as each vote can be clearly understood, e.g. “the motion carries 
unanimously,” or “the motion passes 3-2 with Commissioner x voting against and Commissioner y 
abstaining.” 
 
RESOURCE IMPACTS 
None. 
 
 
LM:pb 
 
CM#8831 Brown Act Amendments 
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SAWPA Commission         __   
Meeting Minutes                           December 17, 2013 
 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 

 
REPRESENTING 

Phil Anthony, Chair Orange County Water District 
Don Galleano Western Municipal Water District 
Ron Sullivan Eastern Municipal Water District 
Mark Bulot San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
Terry Catlin Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
  
OTHERS PRESENT  
Ed Kilgore San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
Mike Markus Orange County Water District 
Paul Jones Eastern Municipal Water District 
Derek Kawaii Western Municipal Water District 
Tom Gaworski Orange County Sanitation District 
Don Lee Tetra Tech, Inc. 
Celeste Cantú SAWPA 
Rich Haller SAWPA 
Larry McKenney SAWPA 
Mark Norton SAWPA 
Karen Williams SAWPA 
Dean Unger SAWPA 
David Ruhl SAWPA 
Carlos Quintero SAWPA 
Dawna Munson SAWPA 
 
 

The Regular Commission Meeting of the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority was called to order at   
9:30 a.m. by Chair Phil Anthony at the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority Office at 11615 Sterling 
Ave., Riverside, CA  92503.  Chair Anthony led the flag salute.  He requested a roll call.  A quorum was 
present with representation from four member agencies:  EMWD, IEUA, OCWD, and WMWD.  
Commissioner Bulot, representing SBVMWD, entered the meeting room at 9:31a.m.; a quorum of five was 
present. Chair Anthony called for public comments; however, no comments were received. 
 
Celeste Cantú stated that new Alternate Commissioner Jasmin Hall is unable to be here to receive her 
welcome pin today; the presentation will be postponed to January. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
POWER POLE CONSTRUCTION – MOU BETWEEN SAWPA AND PROLOGIS, INC. (CM#8825) 
Carlos Quintero reviewed staff’s recommendation to authorize the General Manager to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Prologis, Inc., (Prologis) a developer.  On November 25, 
J.T. Kruer, a construction management company representing Prologis, approached staff requesting 
permission to construct a power pole and power lines on SAWPA property located in the city of Colton.  
The MOU will provide for the design and construction of the power pole and lines, once the Commission 
grants an easement.  He displayed an exhibit of the site where the power pole is to be installed.  The 
property was acquired in 1980, and there has been very little use for it.  Prologis will pay $500 for the
easement, plus staff costs. Discussion ensued as to why a draft of the easement wasn’t provided with the 
request.  Larry McKenney noted that the easement will be prepared and it will come back to the 
Commission for approval.  Carlos Quintero added that a detailed legal description would be forthcoming.  
Discussion further ensued regarding the amount of staff time required.   Carlos Quintero responded that 
Prologis will reimburse SAWPA for staff time, in addition to the cost for the easement.  The City of 
Colton will have complete responsibility for the power pole, and SAWPA will be held harmless.   
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Commissioner Galleano noted that Prologis is a quality developer.  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Galleano, seconded by Commissioner Bulot, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 
13-12-01 
MOVED, approval and authorized the General Manager to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Prologis, Inc., a developer, identifying the terms and conditions related to a request to install a 
power pole and power line on SAWPA Property (APN 0260-081-14) in the city of Colton. 

 

 
INLAND EMPIRE BRINE LINE REACH 4B UPPER IMPROVEMENTS PHASE 3 (CM#8829) 
Carlos Quintero reviewed staff’s recommendation to reject all bids and authorize staff to make the 
appropriate changes to the scope to install four maintenance access structures (MAS) for the Brine Line 
Reach 4B upper improvements.  This also includes realigning three inverted siphons, and relocation of 
approximately 60 linear feet of PVC pipe to allow scale removal through standard line clearing operations.  
The project would go out for rebid on January 6, 2014.  Discussion ensued regarding the three Phases, the 
number of MAS and the cost for each, and the proposed change in scope due to potential conflict with a 
City of Riverside contractor staged adjacent to the site of the proposed 60 linear feet relocation.  He 
summarized the bids received.   
 
Discussion ensued about pipeline access, the potential for delaying the project, renegotiating the scope 
with the low bidder, and waiving the minor irregularities in the bid.  Chair Anthony, Commissioner 
Sullivan, and Commissioner Bulot expressed their concerns about rebidding the project, rather than 
negotiating the changes with the low bidder.  Commissioner Catlin concurred with Commissioner Bulot’s 
suggestion to select the low bidder and renegotiate the changes.  Commissioner Galleano also agreed that 
SAWPA should work this out with the contractor.  Larry McKenney clarified that this also would include 
waiving the irregularity of the mobilization cost.  Commissioner Galleano requested that staff provide a 
status report. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Galleano, seconded by Commissioners Bulot and Catlin, the motion 
unanimously carried: 

 
13-12-02 
MOVED, approval to accept the lowest, responsive and responsible bid from MMC, Inc. to perform 
the Inland Empire Brine Line Reach 4B Upper improvements in Phase 3 of the project, renegotiate the 
scope, and waive the minor bid irregularities.   
 

 
BRINE LINE OPERATIONS FIELD POSITIONS (CM#8830) 
Rich Haller reviewed staff’s recommendation to revise the job descriptions for Engineering and 
Operations field staff, as well as revising the position titles.  These revisions reflect the wide range and 
unique skills required, and provide better clarity of the work efforts/activities.  Two of the three positions 
currently are filled; the salary ranges remain unchanged.  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Catlin, seconded by Commissioner Bulot, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 
13-12-03 
MOVED, approval of the revised position descriptions for the Engineering and Operations field staff, 
including revised duty titles. 
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PRETREATMENT PROGRAM UPDATE  
Rich Haller provided a brief update on the pretreatment program – January 17, 2014 is the completion 
deadline and there are 13 requirements total that he has been briefing the Commission on each month.  
The first six requirements are complete with conditions, and they are now focusing on Requirements 7 
through 10. Staff currently is working on Requirement 8, which is to reissue the permits that were 
identified to have problems; all are complete but one.  Staff is working with OCSD on a punch list of 
items yet to be completed that would carry beyond the January 17, 2014 date.  There are a few comments 
to implement on the policy manual based on OCSD’s comments, a few remaining meetings with OCSD, 
and the final gate meeting on January 9, 2014 to assess the final punch list for the remaining activities to 
be completed.  He briefly reviewed the current focus items.  Staff will work with OCSD staff on a joint 
presentation at the OCSD Steering Committee meeting.   
 
Some discussion ensued regarding implementation of the new data management system and how it’s 
coming along. The update was received and filed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The first two items of old Business, CalPERS Retirement Program, and Cola/Merit Pool Increases 
2013/14, were discussed concurrently.    
 
CALPERS RETIREMENT PROGRAM (CM#8817) / COLA/MERIT POOL INCREASES 2012/14 
(CM#8812) 
It was the consensus of the Commission that what is needed at this time is an overall evaluation of 
salaries and the complete compensation package.  Discussion ensued about establishing an Ad Hoc 
Employee Compensation Committee, and suggestions were made regarding appointments to it. Chair 
Anthony appointed Alternate Commissioner Jasmin Hall and Commissioner Mark Bulot to serve on this 
Committee.  This Committee will review all the data and make recommendations to the Commission.  
Commissioner Bulot suggested that staff provide a schedule and coordinate when the Ad Hoc Committee 
is to meet after January 1, 2014.   
 
Chair Anthony asked Larry McKenney for some clarity about the Employee Retirement Act—the 
effective date, and whether or not it requires existing employees to pay into it.  Larry McKenney said the 
law becomes effective in 2018, and that it does not require existing employees to pay into it.  Chair 
Anthony requested that the Commission be kept apprised of the progress of the newly formed Ad Hoc 
Committee 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Catlin, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 

13-12-04 
MOVED, approval to form an Ad Hoc Employee Compensation Committee to develop recommendations 
for the Commission on SAWPA’s compensation package. 

 

 
2014 MEDICAL INSURANCE CAP (CM#8813) 
With the medical cap being a more objective issue, and with January fast approaching, Commissioner 
Catlin recommended adjusting the medical insurance cap.  Light discussion ensued as to how the new 
Affordable Care Act may affect all the member agencies.  
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Catlin, seconded by Commissioner Bulot, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 

13-12-05 
MOVED, approval and directed staff to adjust the medical insurance cap to $1,466, which reflects 
ACWA’s annual Kaiser Family Plan rate. 
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OWOW – PROPOSITION 84, ROUND 2 DWR FUNDING RECOMMENDATION UPDATE 
Celeste Cantú said that Gary Bardini, Deputy Director of Integrated Water Management for DWR, will 
address the Commission at the January 7 Workshop. He will discuss what the DWR is doing to align their 
Proposition 84, Chapter 2 Integrated Regional Watershed program to get it back into consistency with its 
enabling legislation.  He was very responsive and gracious about agreeing to come meet with SAWPA.   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Bulot, seconded by Commissioner Galleano, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 

13-12-06 
MOVED, approval of the Consent Calendar. 

 
A.  The Commission approved the Minutes from the meetings held 11-15-13, 11-19-13, and 11-26-13. 
B.  The Commission received and filed the Treasurer’s Report – November 2013. 

 

 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 
The following oral/written reports/updates were received and filed by the Commission. 
 
A. Cash Transactions Report – October 2013 
 
B. Inter-Fund Borrowing – October 2013 (CM#8826) 
 
C. Performance Indicators/Financial Reporting – October 2013 (CM#8827) 
 
D. FYE 2014 First Quarter Budget vs. Actual Variance Report (CM#8828) 
 
E. Financial Report for the First Quarter Ending September 30, 2013  

• Inland Empire Brine Line 
• SAWPA 

 
F. General Manager’s Report 

Celeste Cantú said that she is pleased to announce that IEUA has received the 2013 Governor’s 
Environmental and Economic Leadership Award for their design and construction of its regional 
composting facility.  This is a huge honor, as it is the highest environmental award given by the 
Governor. 
 
She also noted that P. “Ravi” Ravishanker is retiring from EMWD this month after many years in the 
industry.  She respectfully requested the Commission’s consideration to prepare a commendatory 
resolution, as Ravi Ravishanker also previously had been a SAWPA employee, and has been very 
valuable to us.   

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Bulot, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 

13-12-07 
MOVED, approval to place on the agenda as an urgent item, the preparation of a commendatory 
resolution, which arose after the posting of the agenda. 
 

 
Commissioner Sullivan requested that staff prepare and present a commendatory resolution to Ravi 
Ravishanker at EMWD’s Board meeting on Wednesday, December 18.  He added that Ravi has made 
many contributions to the watershed and he will be greatly missed.   
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Upon motion by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Bulot, the motion unanimously 
carried: 

 

13-12-08 
MOVED, approval for staff to prepare a commendatory resolution for P. “Ravi” Ravishanker 
upon his retirement from EMWD. 
 

 
G. SAWPA General Managers Meeting Notes – December 2013 

 
H. Chair’s Comments/Report 

None. 
 

I. Commissioners’ Comments 
Commissioner Catlin said he appreciated the inclusion of the General Managers meeting notes in the 
packet.  He also noted that since the December 10 General Managers meeting, he has spoken with Joe 
Grindstaff regarding the OCSD settlement.  Joe Grindstaff had recently met with Larry McKenney, 
Scott Slater, and Gene Cihigoyenetche to discuss the OCSD settlement.  He still has concerns about 
the process; however, he now feels more comfortable with the outcome.  

 
 

There being no further business for review, Chair Anthony adjourned the meeting at 10:21 a.m. 
 
 
APPROVED:    _______________________________________ 
January 7, 2014    Phil Anthony, Chair 
 
2013-12-17 Com Min 
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