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MSAR TMDL TASK FORCE 
 MEETING NOTES 

 
May 17, 2017 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS   REPRESENTING  
Richard Meyerhoff CDM Smith 
Tiffany Lin CDM Smith 
Tanya Honeycutt City of Fontana 
Lynn Merrill City of Rialto 
Mike Roberts City of Riverside 
Suzan Given County of Orange 
Cynthia Gabaldon County of San Bernardino 
Joshua Aguilar Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
Menu Leddy Orange County Water District 
Suzan Given OCPW/Environmental Resources 
Mark Smythe Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Dave Woelfel Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Stuart McKibbin Riverside County Flood Control &WCD 
Kyle Gallup Riverside County Flood Control & WCD 
Eric Lomeli Riverside County Flood Control & WCD 
Tim Moore Risk Sciences 
Arlene Chun San Bernardino County Flood Control District 
Robert Eland Riverside RWQCP 
Ed Filadelfia Riverside RWQCP 
Bobby Gustafson Riverside RWQCP 
Mark Norton SAWPA 
Rick Whetsel SAWPA 
Pat Boldt Agricultural Pool 
 
Via Conf Call:  
None noted 
 
1. Call to Order & Introductions 

The Middle Santa Ana River Watershed Pathogen (MSAR) TMDL Task Force meeting was called to 
order at 1:35 p.m. by Rick Whetsel at Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA). Brief 
introductions were made by the attendees. 

 
2. Approval of the Meeting Notes 

Rick Whetsel asked for any comments on the February 15, 2017 meeting notes.  There were no 
comments and the meeting notes were deemed acceptable. 
 

3. Update:  Regional Monitoring Program (RMP) (CDM Smith) 
 

Monitoring Program update  
 
Tiffany Lin informed stakeholders that the start of the 2017-18 dry weather monitoring began the first 
week of May.  Due to some late spring storms the schedule for monitoring had to be shuffled around; 
however, this has not interfered with CWE completing the weekly monitoring schedule.  Orange County 
has initiated their monitoring for priority 3 sites, for riverside and San Bernardino this monitoring will 
not begin until July.  Priority 4 sites will be monitored in June. 
 
Richard Meyerhoff noted that one of the reasons that the monitoring schedule was shuffled around is that 
according to the monitoring plan they must avoid any wet weather, which is defined as any precipitation 
with 72 hours. 
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Tim Moore raised a question regarding Prado Park Lake, as he recently learned of a project by the San 
Bernardino Parks Department to drain the Lake and repair a leaking bypass valve located underneath the 
Lake.  
 
Mr. Moore noted that with this repair we expect the Lake to have much better water quality, as the Lake 
is designated to be filled with high quality IEUA recycled water. 
 
A question was raised as to why the Task Force was not aware of this project and if permits were 
required by the Regional Board.  It was noted that it was a San Bernardino County Parks Department 
project and that San Bernardino County Flood control staff has requested information on the project from 
County Park staff. 
 
Draft Annual Report 
 
Richard Meyerhoff provided an update on the Draft Annual Report noting that the draft was sent out on 
to stakeholders for review on April 28th and comments are due by May 26th. 
 
Mr. Meyerhoff noted that so far they have only received comments from Suzan Given/County of Orange. 
 
Monitoring Plan & QAPP Revisions 
 
Richard Meyerhoff made note of the list of planned revisions to the Monitoring Plan & QAPP that was 
distributed at the February task Force meeting.  He added that staff will not be making revisions to these 
documents until the comment period on the Annual Report is closed, as comments may cause additional 
revisions to the Monitoring Plan & QAPP. 
 
As an additional note, Mr. Meyerhoff informed stakeholders that the upload of metals data has been 
completed.  All of the files were successfully submitted to CEDEN, in time to meet the proposed May 3rd 
deadline, however these data have not all been uploaded into the database by SCCWRP staff. 
 

4. Action Item: Arlington Area Tier-2 Source Evaluation Study Proposal (Risk Sciences) 
Tim Moore described the rationale for conducting the Arlington Area Study and what we hope to 
achieve.  This he summarized as follows, first we want to understand the source of bacteria and if it is 
human and second to identify where the runoff is coming from and where it is going.  From the 
perspective of the TMDL this is important to understand to what extent is this source impacting Reach 3 
of the Santa Ana River. 
 
He then discussed the proposed scope of work for the RFP, the budget cap of $50,000 and the schedule 
to complete the study, with monitoring for E. coli and bacteroides completed by September and a final 
project report due in December. 
 
The plan moving forward is to get this RFP out on the street, as soon as possible with a three week 
window for the preparation of proposals by interested firms.  Proposals will be reviewed by a committee 
including Kyle Gallup / RCFC&WCD, Arlene Chun / SBCFCD and Mike Roberts / City of Riverside.  
The review committee will make a recommendation, assuming proposals meet the selection criteria and 
do not exceed the project cap of $50,000.  The recommendation of the review committee will be 
distributed via email to the Task Force for final approval.  With final approval by the Task Force, staff 
will take this recommendation to the SAWPA Commission for approval. 
 
Tim Moore asked if the OCWD laboratory will be available to support the project with bacteroides 
analysis.  Menu Leddy/OCWD responded that it depends on the number of samples that need to be 
analyzed. This study will not require a large number of bacteroides samples to be analyzed and it was 
noted that if we do not see human markers in the first couple rounds of samples, there may be no need to 
continue analyzing the samples. 
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Menu Leddy discussed the state of DNA markers, noting that she can analyze for human, as well as 
cattle (ruminant), dog (canine), and bird (sea gulls).  However, these animal markers are species specific. 
Additionally, markers for rodents, raccoons, skunks, and cats are not thought to be very reliable.  She 
added that there is a very specific marker for horses available and done by Weston, but she does not 
analyze for the horse marker.   
 
Tim Moore then asked if we are still looking principally at bacteroides as the ideal human marker.  Ms. 
Leddy stated yes, and that it is now strongly approved by EPA. 
 
Mr. Moore then had one additional question regarding the status of the Bacteria Management Plan for 
Agriculture.  Pat Boldt replied that the AgBMP has not been completed nor approved by Regional Board. 
Ms. Boldt noted that CAFO and agriculture in the Chino basin were adequately covered; however, there 
has not been any action by agricultural interests outside of the Chino area. 
 

5. Update:  Comprehensive Bacteria Reduction Plan Implementation Activities 
 

 

RCFC&WCD  
Kyle Gallup reported that the District continues work on Eastvale Lines D & E. Staff is to meet in the 
near future with project consultants to discuss project alternatives. The District is also coordinating with 
Jurupa Valley Community Services District (JCSD) to investigate the feasibility of a diversion to sewer 
option using gravity. The District is also proposing to add a project to the master Plan budget to construct 
line E3 (line between D and E) to connect to a pack being developed by JCSD. 
 
SBCFCD  
Arlene Chun reported that the District needs to take a look internally at the upcoming monitoring for 
Cucamonga Creek. The District is also conducting a big Public Education push, noting a huge spike in 
the requests by the public for doggie waste canisters that the County is giving away, most likely due to 
the numerous Earth Day activities.  
 
Orange County 
Suzan Given reported that the County has begun its dry weather monitoring in the Newport Bay 
Watershed.  There was a Newport Bay coliform TMDL stakeholder meetings held on March 30th at 
SCCWRP, and all of the information regarding these meetings is on the Regional Board website. 
 
Tim Moore asked who does the monitoring for the County of Orange. Suzan Given replied that County 
staff conducts all of the stormwater monitoring and sends their samples to the Orange County Public 
Health Laboratory (OCPHL). 
 
Mr. Moore added a follow-up question about their E. coli and bacteroides analysis. Ms. Given responded 
that OCPHL has the capabilities to do all of their bacteria sample analyses. She added that this year the 
laboratory used Colilert. Ms. Leddy noted that the OCPHL uses Colilert18 versus the Colilert 24. This 
brought about a lengthy detailed discussion regarding the differences between the Colilert18 and Colilert 
24 and their appropriateness to be used for monitoring conducted by the Task Forces.  
 
It was brought up during discussion that the Colilert18 has been approved for drinking water, whereas 
the Colilert24 method is more appropriate for stormwater monitoring.  
 
Mr. Richard Meyerhoff noted that they will replace the Colilert 18 method with the Colilert 24 method in 
the QAPP for the Regional Monitoring Program. 
 
Tim Moore request that Regional Board staff investigate which Colilert method was approved by the 
State and if there was a distinction noted between the method to be used for drinking water and 
stormwater monitoring. 
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Pomona & Claremont 
Nothing reported. 
 
Agricultural Operators 
Nothing reported. 
 
 

TMDL Task Force Administration (SAWPA) 
 

Action Item: Amendment to MSAR Task Force Agreement  
Mr. Whetsel introduced the Amendment to extend the MSAR TMDL Task Force Agreement for an 
additional five years, with an end date of June 30, 2022. 
 
A question was raised as to why the agreement was not extended to the end of December 31, 2022 to give 
stakeholders a full five year extension based upon the end date of the existing agreement. Following 
discussion among the stakeholders, it was requested that the end date to the amendment be revised to 
December 31, 2022. A motion was put forward by Pat Boldt and seconded by Kyle Gallup.  The motion was 
approved unanimously and staff will send a revised amendment to stakeholders as soon as possible for their 
governing authority’s approval. 
 
Update Regional Water Quality Monitoring Task Force Agreement 
Suzan Given reported that the Regional Water Quality Monitoring Task Force Agreement is scheduled to go 
before the County Board in June.  
 
Other Business 
Rick Whetsel asked regional Board staff if they have approved the revised 2016 Triennial Report submitted 
by CDM Smith. 
 
Ken Theisen said that staff has approved the report and will send out an email to acknowledge that the report 
has been reviewed and approved by the Regional Board. 
 
Schedule Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Middle Santa Ana River Pathogen TMDL Task Force is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 12, 2017, 9:00 a.m. at SAWPA.  This meeting is intended to be a Strategic Planning 
Workshop with the principle focus on reviewing what the Task Force has done and what 
stakeholders are planning going forward. 
 
Adjourn 
There being no further business for review, the meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 


