
MSAR TMDL TASK FORCE 
 MEETING NOTES 

 
August 13, 2014 

 
PARTICIPANTS   REPRESENTING  
Richard Meyerhoff (Conference Call) CDM Smith 
Steven Wolosoff CDM Smith 
Tad Garrety City of Chino Hills 
Adoga Kiharangwa City of Corona 
Michelle Hindersinn City of Corona 
Joe Indrawan City of Eastvale 
Don Allison City of Jurupa Valley 
Joe Rosales City of Montclair 
Meg McWade City of Pomona 
Lynn Merrill City of Rialto 
Ed Filadelia City of Riverside 
Kevin Street City of Riverside 
Mike Roberts City of Riverside 
Pat Boldt Milk Producers Council 
Marsha Westropp Orange County Water District 
Mark Smythe Regional Water Resources Control Board 
Ken Theisen Regional Water Resources Control Board 
Jason Uhley RCFC&WCD 
Robert Vasquez RCFC&WCD 
Tim Moore  Risk Sciences 
Marc Rodabaugh San Bernardino County Flood Control District 
Lauren Tatum San Bernardino Municipal Water District 
Rebecca Franklin San Bernardino Municipal Water District 
Rick Whetsel Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority 
 
Call to Order & Introductions 
The Middle Santa Ana River Watershed Pathogen (MSAR) TMDL Task Force meeting was called to order 
at 1:35 p.m. by Rick Whetsel at the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA).  Brief introductions 
were made. 
 
Mark Smythe introduced Ken Theisen, who as part of the rotation of Regional Board staff has transferred 
from the Inland Planning/TMDL Section to take over as lead on the Middle Santa Ana River Bacteria 
TMDL. 
 
Approval of the Meeting Notes 
Rick Whetsel asked for any comments or corrections to the April 15, 2014 meeting notes.  The meeting notes 
were approved as submitted.   
 
Bacteria Basin Plan Amendment (Risk Sciences) 
Tim Moore provided a brief update on the status of the Bacteria Basin Plan Amendment.  He informed 
stakeholders that the amendment was approved at the State’s Office of Administrative law.  The next step is 
approval by EPA, which may be completed by the end of September (with only a few minor issues).  
 
Tim Moore also noted that any statewide initiative to revise recreation standards will likely be delayed as 
SWRCB staff has been diverted to address issues relating to the drought. 
 
Watershed-wide Compliance Monitoring Program (CDM Smith) 
Steven Wolosoff provided a brief update on the TMDL compliance monitoring program.   
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Dry season monitoring was initiated in May.  Steve Wolosoff reviewed the monitoring results to date (see 
handout) and made special note of a summer storm event on 8/3, which may have impacted the monitoring 
on 8/5, with elevated bacteria levels.  
 
Tim Moore brought up with respect to this storm event that it may not represent a typical baseflow condition 
and the flows caused by the storm may meet the criteria to trigger the “high flow suspension” to remove the 
data from the record. 
 
Regional Bacteria Monitoring Program (Risk Sciences) 
Schedule 
Tim Moore provided an update on the Regional Bacteria Monitoring Program, noting that stakeholders are 
required to provide to the Regional Board a Monitoring Plan and QAPP within 90 days of approval of the 
basin plan amendment by EPA.   
 
It was initially proposed that this work would be completed through the Stormwater Quality Standards Task 
Force, where all three Counties were partners; however, due to contractual issues the agreement for that Task 
Force has expired.   
 
Therefore, due to the need to get a Monitoring Plan and QAPP to the Regional Board by the end of the year, 
and as there are no high priority REC-1 A sites in Orange County, Tim Moore has proposed that Riverside 
and San Bernardino Counties work together through the MSAR TMDL Task Force to initiate a development 
effort and bring Orange County into the program later.  
 
Tim Moore feels that this should not cause any issues in later developing a program to address the needs of 
Orange County, because the plan has always been to model the monitoring based upon the existing work by 
CDM Smith for the MSAR TMDL monitoring, and will only require that we identify additional sampling 
locations. 
 
Tim Moore, then identified for stakeholders what this new program would require: 
 

1)  A commitment by stakeholders to conduct intensive monitoring as each REC-1 A site will require 
the collection of samples every five days (to estimate a geometric sample mean) in perpetuity. 

2) Corrective action plan for when you have exceedences that are not already covered by a TMDL. 
3) Plan for assessing anti-degradation which has to be done for any site re-designated from REC-1 to 

REC-2 
 
Tim Moore, then provided a schedule for this work and stated that in about a month (mid-September) he 
would like to be able to provide stakeholders with a proposal and outline by mid-October and a draft plan. 
 
Tim Moore recommended that the Task Force bring CDM Smith on board to write the narrative using their 
current agreement with the Task Force. 
 
Pat Boldt added that she expects to find out in mid-September if agriculture needs to be a part of this effort. 
 
Following additional discussion, the Task Force agreed to the plan of action proposed by Tim Moore and put 
forth a motion to prepare a change order with CDM Smith for an amount not to exceed $6,000 to prepare a 
framework for a Regional Monitoring Program.  This motion was seconded and approved unanimously by 
the Task Force. 
 
Joint Project with Basin Monitoring Task Force to Develop a Simplified Mass Balance Analysis Trend 
Evaluation for Bacteria 
Tim Moore discussed an opportunity to team up with the Basin Monitoring Task Force to hire Wildermuth 
Environmental to investigate trends in water quality at Below Prado Dam, based upon the observation that 
we are seeing a degradation in general water quality.  The hypothesis is that as more waste water is being 
recycled, less high quality flow is being added to the system and the result is that we are seeing poorer water 
quality downstream. 
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Tim Moore believes it would be beneficial for stakeholders in the MSAR TMDL Task Force to participate in 
this effort as we are seeing similar increasing trends in our bacteria data collected through the TMDL. 
 
Following additional discussion, the Task Force agreed to support the project and put forth a motion to 
contribute an amount not to exceed $4,000 to the Basin Monitoring Task Force for this work to be performed 
by Wildermuth Environmental.  This motion was seconded and approved unanimously by the Task Force. 
 
Comprehensive Bacteria Reduction Plan 
Tier 2 Source Evaluation (CDM Smith) 
Steven Wolosoff informed stakeholders that a draft of the Tier 2 source evaluation study is complete and a 
draft will be circulated for review in a couple of weeks. 
 
RCFC&WCD Implementation Activities (RCFC&WCD) 
Robert Vasquez provided a presentation to stakeholders providing a brief overview of the County’s latest 
efforts to address CBRP compliance. 
 
Jason Uhley followed by presenting a short video captured in the Hemet area of an estimated 2 million bats 
migratory bats flying out from under Bautista bridge, he noted that the video of the bats flying from under 
the bridge is over six minutes in length.   
 
SBCFCD Implementation Activities (SBCFCD) 
Marc Rodabaugh briefed the Task Force on the latest source tracking efforts of the County and Cities in San 
Bernardino County including an upcoming study the cities are working with CDM Smith, he referred to as a 
Statistically Significant Random Neighborhood Study, where there will randomly collect data at 100 sites per 
city to investigate if there are any correlations between house characteristics and E.coli. 
 
Pomona & Claremont CBRP (Julie Carver) 
Meg McWade reported that City of Pomona is currently working with Menu Leddy /OCWD to do additional 
bacteroides analysis. 
 
Bacterial Indicator Agricultural Source Management Plan (Pat Boldt) 
Pat Boldt reported that agriculture continues to work with CDM Smith on the development of a management 
plan for agricultural operators.  A draft of this plan is expected in late August. 
 
TMDL Task Force Administration (SAWPA) 
Task Force Agreement (Signature Status) 
Rick Whetsel informed stakeholders that SAWPA has received all of the signature pages for the Task Force 
agreement and in the next few weeks Dawna Munson will be distributing electronic copies of the agreement 
to stakeholders.  If your agency requires a hardcopy of the agreement, please notify her and she will mail you 
a certified hardcopy of the agreement. 
 
Draft FY 2014-15 Task Force Budget/Contributions 
Rick Whetsel provided to the stakeholders an update on the available funding carry over from FY 2013-14 
for both the activities of the Task Force and the CBRP program. 
 
Other Business 
Tim Moore requested from Regional Board staff an update on the status of the bacteria impaired 303-d listed 
streams. 
 
Schedule Next Meeting 
The next MSAR TMDL meeting is scheduled for October 7th at 9:00 a.m. at the Riverside County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District office. 
 
Adjourn 
There being no further business for review, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
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