
The Future is in our Hands

Next Steps



What We Heard Today…

• The Future will be very different from the past
• The Challenges are great
• Resources are available to help
• The New Water Bond could bring more help
• This Watershed has the Capacity to adapt
• Working Together has been our Legacy 
• The Integrated Approach is Efficient
• Look at the Watershed as a System



The System Approach

1
• Plan describes the Santa Ana River Watershed as a 

hydrologic whole, detailing functional and 
dysfunctional dynamics

2
• Working in concert with nature is cost effective

3
• See each problem as interrelated, seek efficiencies 

and synergies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Managing the water resources at the watershed scale, while difficult, offers the potential of balancing the many competing demands we place on water resources.  The watershed approach acknowledges linkages between uplands and downstream area, and between surface and ground water and reduces the chances that attempts to solve problems in one realm will cause problems in others.  Watershed management is an integrative was of things about all the various human activities that occur on a given area of land that have effects on or affected by water.  With this perspective ca can plan long term sustainable solution to many natural resources problems.  We can find a better balance between meetings today’s needs and leaving a sound resource legacy for generation to come.  




Look at the Layers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A regional approach addresses the coordination, collaboration of bringing all the water purveyors, the water quality folks, habitat, environmental, flood control people, etc together to answers the question, “How can we work differently together to accomplish our common goals of providing high quality, reliable and sustainable water in a more effective and efficient manner.”  This is not new, it is widely used everywhere else and we need to catch up to match our walk with our talk.  
 
One of the problems of “going it alone” is that often it is at the expense of another downstream or next door.  This is not efficient. For example, in the past the flood control folks did their job of protecting people and property from flood damage and they did that by getting the water out of the community as fast as possible and out to the ocean where it is lost forever.  Today if we want a reliable water supply we need to use that flood water as well and manage the way we operate dams and flood control channels differently so that water can be used to replenish groundwater aquifers.  This is just one example and it is lot less expensive than importing water or desalinating ocean water.  
 
Regional approach means bringing together the different water functions and the different water agencies up steam and down stream to address regional problems. 




Follow the Drop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Follow the drop



Collaborate Across Boundaries

1
• As citizens of the Watershed, 

create solutions

2
• No ONE person can do it 

alone

3 • Think Big!

Presenter
Presentation Notes

No ONE person has resources, authority, credibility or  understanding enough to connect the larger network

The watershed is defined for us by Nature.  To work within and in concert with the forces of Mother Nature is more efficient than engineering a fix around it.  And in these days of fiscal constraints, it is all the more important to leverage the forces of Mother Nature, rather than work at odds with Nature.
 
If we see each problem, drought, climate change, water quality, Environmental Justice, as separate and approach each separately the solution we come up with will fall short or be opportunistic. Quick fixes do nothing to address deeper dysfunctions.   More and more people are beginning to sense that the mounting sustainability crises are interconnected.  This is our chance to think big. 
 
Thinking big means stepping back and expanding the boundaries of our whole awareness.  Most of us have a certain comfort zone within which we live and work.  We operate within the boundaries of own small system and ignore the larger system upon which our lives and work depend.  But once we begin to look beyond the mental fence lines that keep us thinking small we will find our place in the larger organization, in our case, the watershed



Integration







Call for Projects

• DWR Guidelines Workshop March 22, 2010
• Project Rating Criteria Workshop May 26, 2010
• Project Concept Proposals Due June 30, 2010
• Project List to Steering Committee July 22, 2010
• Project Ranking Workshop Aug 25, 2010
• Detailed Project Proposals Due Sept15, 2010



Create A New

1
• OWOW is a shared Vision for the 

Watershed

2
• Breakthrough innovations

3
• Establish a new Water Ethic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have the opportunity to create anew not just solve the problems that the old way of doing things gave us. The change we are seeking is not a call to try harder to maintain the status quo.  If we always do what we’ve always done we will always get what we got.  
 
Problem solving is about making what you don’t want go away.  Creating a new involves bringing something you care about into reality such as sustainability, water reliability and quality.  The difference between a creative mind set and a problem solving mindset is like the difference between a person who after a heart attack or stroke chooses to start living differently  and one who lives in constant fear of another catastrophic health event.  It all comes down to choice and the capacity to focus on a vision of what we truly desire instead of what we seek to avoid.  
 We live in a desert and every drop counts.  As a community we will to step back, expand our boundaries and see the larger limit on natural resources. Our watershed is our boat.  If it leaks, we all go down together.
 





Stay Tuned

• Visit www.sawpa.org

http://www.sawpa.org/�
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