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Notes from EC Methods Meeting (1/5/10)

Method Detection Limit (MDL) should be determined using the standard procedure:

3 x Standard Deviation for a series of nine known blank samples (reagent water)
Minimum Reporting Level (MRL) should be determined as follows:

a) 3 x MDL or 2 x highest measured value in field blanks, and...

b) no lower than 10 ng/L in 2010 (to be reviewed annually)

Results for identical split éamples spiked to the MRL should be:

a) Within plus or minus 20% of the MRL and one another (for duplicates within the lab)
b) Within plus or minus 30% of the MRL and one another (between different labs)

Field blanks must be analyzed with each sample set

Laboratory blanks must be analyzed with each sample set

Blind samples spiked to the MRL for each EC should be analyzed with each sample set
(no BPA spike required due to difficulty in getting certified standards)

Laboratory reagent water spiked to the MRL for edch EC should be analyzed with each
sample set (not blind; includes BPA)

Written rules for "flagging" data should be prepared in advance
a) Values below the MRL should not be reported as valid estimates of water quality

b) Values outside of tolerance range should not be reported as valid estimates for
identical split samples.

c) Values reported where blank contamination has been observed for the same EC should
be flagged as "provisional” rather than using the blank subtraction method.

Isotope dilution should be used to analyze for all EC's in the investigation plan except
TCEP.



